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SECTION ONE

IN

ITS HISTORY

Immigration During 1903 Was More Than 30,000,
All Settling on Agricultural Lands.

g

Products of Mine, Farm and Factory Reach a Total of

$61,000,000, a Marked Gain Over
the Record of 1902.
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DAHO has cast a clearer and larger The government reclamation depart-
' shadow over the industrial, com- |Mment, has during the past twelve
months, withdrawn from entry no less

mercial, agricultural, horticultural than 3,000,000 acres of arid lands. Of
and mineral flelds of the west during |this area it is predicted all but one-

the past twelve months than in any
year of the siate's history. The pro-
gress of the state has been marvelous
in all lines. An explanation of this
wonderful development is not difficult
to find. y

No less than 30,000 people, including
the members as well as the heads of
families, have settled upon agricultural
lands within the year. These home-
seekers are well distributed over the
various counties, the bulk of them lo-
eclating in the north and southeast., In
Fremont and Bingham counties the in-
flux of farmers has been extraordinary
and land values have increased at a
prodigious rate in those districts. ‘3oo0d
farm lands are sanpped up at figures
whijch weculd have been considered ex-
orbltant if suggested two years ago.
That these lands are worth the prices
asked for them is evidenced by ac-
;n:il returns in grains, fruits and sugar
eels. s

FEven fair appearing tracts suscep-
tible of irrigation are eagerly sought.
The increased demand for leases on
unsold state land is marked. The state
realized in rentals during 1303 aboat
$19,000, an increase of $11,000 over the
previous year.

Settlers are penetrating new locali-

tenth will be returned after investiga-
tion.

At the present
government has

moment the federal
under - consideration
plans for reclaiming vast tracts con-
tingent upon the will of the people.
The most advanced of these plans con-
templates a canal system in the Bolse
and Payette valleys which will re-
claim an additional 285,000 acres of ex-
cellent land in Ada and Canyon coun-
ties at a cost of $3,200,000.

i
} In the Rain Belt.
i
$

Prodigious corps of grain -have been
harvested in Idaho, Nez Perce and La-
tah counties in the season just closed.
At the state fuix; in Boise magnificent
wheat, taken from a field which aver-
aged eighty-five bushels to the acre,
wasg exhibited. This was grown with-
out irrigation. The farmers in these
counties were equally successful with
other grains as well as fruits. - In
Nez Perce county a system of electric
tramways for the transportation of
grain has been found to work admir-
ably. Latah county has been farmed
for years as a grain-growing section
and its 1903 crop eclipsed all records
for both gquantity and quality.

Idaheo fruit growers invaded the Lon-
don, England, market for the firet time
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but the
impossible to keep
{ stampeding to the
| and. about thirty-five miles of
i the road was unfinighed when work was
| suspended for the .season.

‘ The Buffalo Hump district in Idaho
{ county

| began to fall,

| found it almost
men from
mines,

is attracting  considerable at-
tention. Stamp mills have been in-
ksta!led on a pumber of properties in
‘lhn-c district and flattering reports of
their operation are coming in.

l The Boise county placers suffered
’frum shortage of water last summer
and their output, while up to the aver- !
age, was not what it would have been
under more favorable conditions. The
quartz properties in this county are |
being tested for depth and are show- |
ing up remarkably well. Three or|
four transfers of valuable groups have '
receéntly taken place at handsome ﬁg~]

|

!

| ures. !
| The Pearl properties, including the !
| famous Checkmate, are proving to be |
good dividend payers and a bright fu-
ture is predicted for this camp. An
electric railroad from Boise to Pearl
;is now assured within a few months
{and the camp is expected to boom in
{ the spring.

] Just at present the Atlapta district
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tles in 21l parts of the state and land
desirable for cultivation or grazing is
being selected on every hand. In all
9.234 acres have rented by the
state for cultivation, and 44,014 for
grazing purposes in the year just
cloged. About 4.000 acres of land be-
longing to the different state institu-
tions has also been disposed of at
fancy prices during the year.

The state will sell in 1904,
varying from 40 to 160 acres, twenty-
five sections (16,000 acres) of school
lJand, the maximum amount which the
state constitution allows to be sold in
one year.

Three Carey act projects are so far
advanced that their lands have been
opened for settlement recently. The
companies in charge of these projects
are the Mullins Canal company, in Lin-
coly county: the Twin Falls Land &
Water company, in Cassia county, and
the American Falls Canal & Power
company, in Bingham county. The
tract that will be reclalinea by the first
named enterprise comprises 6,000 acres,
the second 244,000 the third 71,-
acres.

Other companies organized in 1903 to
construct large canals and operate un-
der the Carey act are: The Canyon
Canal company, which will place wa-

been

t acres,

ter upon 28.000 acres of magnificent
vench land in Canyon county; the

Glenns’ Ferry Canal company and the
Washington Irrigation & Colonization

company, operating in Elmore and
Owyhee counties.

Settlers are flocking to the Twin
Falls tract and a large number of
desert conquerors have already settied
on the lands under the Mul and
American Falls canals With a cli-
mate ideal! for agricultural and horti-

cultural purposes, productive soil var
ing in depth from four to. twenty at,
and an abundance of water assured;
the autlook for this section of the state
is most encouraging.

Tremendous Crops Over State.

Fremont county, with its machless

gystem of canals, has just turned out

a in erop of unparalieled
tude. Enormous quantities of hay have
been harvested and countless acres of
st r beats seeded down.

Affiliated with the ate land sales
j= the system of Improvement for
schools. During 1903 the state land

department has purchased improvemeint
bonds of =chool distriets in all parts
of Idaho agzregating in value $210,060,
The entire amount was expended in
building, enlarging and furnishing
school houses,

It is estimated that over 25000 farms
are now under cultivation within the
boundarieg o Idahe, about half of
which are irrigated. The gverage value
of farm land is placed at $15 an acre,
the irrigated lands being appraised at
from 33 to $5 an acre higher than the
unirrigated. For land actually wa-
tered values run from $35 to $1060 an
acre, while #rrigated orchards have
changed bands ¥t from $75 to $500 per
acre,

in tracts

magni- |

llast year with phenomenal success.
With a little more skill in packing
they will hold their own with Cali-

fornia and Oregon in both foreign and
domestic markets. A carload of Idaho
pears brought the highest price of the
year in New York, while the Idaho
{ plums and prunes more thain main-
i tained their already enviable reputa-
tion.
Mining Development.

The output of lead, silver and gold
[ from the mines of the Ceoeur d’Alenes
{ has, according to conservative esti-
{ mates, increased 10 to 12 per cent in
{1903, The big producing mines have
increased their productive capacity and
‘a number of new and promising prop-
erties have been opened up. Experts
| declare that fully 56 per cent of the
| lead product of the United States had
{ite origin in Shoshone county in the
| past twelve months.
|  Among the notable discoveries.of the
vear were the gold mines on Loon
creek in Custer county, notably the
Lost Packer; the showing made In
the White Knob copper properties at
Mackay, the discoveries in Thunder
mountain, where many good ledges of
gold-bearing rock have been uncovered,
and the startling strikes recently made
|in the Black Warrior district near At-
lanta in Elmore county.
|  The copper properties in the Seven
Devils district of Washington county
are reported to be showing up remark-
ably and there are encouraging stories
from the Moantain View district, the
i Black Lake district and the Heath dis-
trict in this county.

Owyhee county, in which the cele-
brated De Lamar and Trade Dollar

properties are located, has more than
maintained its reputation as a mineral
| producer.

By reason its isolation
county has been handicapped.
opment
claims

of

Lemhi
Devel-
work on a large number of
has proved the existence of
liarge and wvaluable ore bodies, how-
"ever, which railway communication
will, it is predicted, shortly transform
!intu producers.

The Big Creek, district, adjoining
Thunder mountain, has been the scene
of much intelligent and encouraging
development during the summer of 1903
and’ several properties there have
changed hands lately for considerable
sums.

Thunder Mountain Development.

Despite the discouraging reports of
{hundreds of dizappointed prospectors
| who expected to pick up nuggets on
the hiilsides in Thunder moantain, this

region has proved iteelf one of the
great mineral belts of the west, Sev-
eral proverties have beenr taken  in

hand by eastern capitalists during the
past year and an encrmous quantity
| of mining machinery is being shipped
into Reesevelt. About 220 men will
| winter in the eamo, the namber be-
ing considerably reduced on account of
tne scarcity of provigjlons. It was ex-
pected that a state wagon road would
have been completed before the snow

IN NEZPERCE COUNTY,

IDAHO.

1055, were incorporated in Idaho during

|seems tor be monopolizing mineral
{ imelight. Strike after strike has been
| reported from this district, thie assays
running into startling figures. In the
\virinliy of the Black Warrior several
| claims are being developed with sat-
| isfactory results.

| In the Pine district a number of
' raluable  properties are in process of
 development and some of them are |
already producing. Several promising
claims on Skeleton ecreek were devel-
oped during the summer.

The making of more than cne good
mine exist at Neal, where large sums
have been expended in deveiopment
work, and apparently to good purpcse,

The coal discoveries in the Teton
basin are considered of great import-
ance. Velns of splendid bituminous
coal have been struck on Horse Shoe
and Pack Saddle creeks, and in Meade
valley a ten-foot n was encount-
ered at a depth of 650 feet while -the |
prospectors were boring for oil. |

During the year 1903 no less than 116‘

mining companies, wi :u:gre-gdtr-“
| capital stock of $100, 00, were in- |
| corporated in Idaho, while nearly as !

many more companies, witih an equal |
| amount of capital stock, were incor- |
| porated in other states for the pur- |
pose of developing mining properties
v.in Idaho. About 456 per cent of the

| erties.

| owned by Griffin,

TWIN FALLS ON SNAKE RIVER.

contractors

capital stock of these companies has |
begn' - subseribed. Eliminating the
“wildeat’” proposition, it will readily
be seen that Idaho is certain to wit-
ness enormous development in 1904.

Various Other Industries.

Official records show that 182 indus-
trial companies, capitalized at $22,783,- |

the past year. This number does not
include many of the large irrigation
projects in hand prior to Jan. 1, 1903.

Perhaps the most notable of these
projects is the Idaho Sugar company,
whose factory was recently opened on
Sand creek near Idaho Falls. This
factory is now grinding over 500 tons
of beets daily, for which the farmers
are paid $4.50 per ton. As the yield
averages from fourteen to twenty tons
per acre the benefit to the farmer is
easily discerned.

Another factory of equal dimensions
is in process of erection at Sugar City, |
near Rexburg, and a company has |
been incorporated to build a third fac-
tory near Caldwell in Canyon county.
With an expenditure of over $1,000,000
for each factory, and a handsome pay- |
irnn attached, the prospects are flatter-
ng.,

All things considered, the past year
has been one of unparalleled prosper- |
ity in Idaho and the outlook for the
future was never so bright. With in-
creased railroad facllities assured, the
irrigation of vast tracts of rich agri-
cultural land in the Immediate pros-
pective, and the phenomenal develop-
ment' of mineral and timber resources
on the wverge of realization, the citi-
zens of the state have every reason
to be thankful that they live in “The |
Gem of the Mountains.” {

—— .- are

NEW ACTIVITY IN |
MT. PISGAH DISTRICT

©f the inining districts in Idahe, none
givés greater promise than that of Mt.
Pisgah. It is located in the extreme
scutheastern part of"fthe state—Bing-
ham county—and € ces within its
borders the Caraboo mGuntain.

In the late seventies this district was
made famous by its placer diggings,
which, since their discovery, have
yielded many milliong and are being
profitably worked to. the present day.
A vast territory has been worked over
with hydraulics until ‘the very moun-
tain has been.encroached upon. It was
pot, however,until later years that lode
mining .was prosecuied to any extent
High up the mountiains ledges were
discovered and located and have been
worked to a greater or less extent and
with flaftering results, The mineral
zone of the district ig paralleled with
quartz ledges carrying varying values,
some of which are of leviathan propor-
tions and of wonderful promise. The
principal lode of the district is the
“Robinson’” and  “Austin,” which was
discovered and staked as far back as |
the eighties, and now embraces a group
of seven claims. This property is owned
by the ldaho Gold Mining company,
composed exclusively of Salt Lake peo-
ple. But thix is only one of the many
ledges of the camp and in which there
are now several hundred patented prop-
The uniform strike of the ledges
of the district is northwest to
east, and the dip to the north.

Adjoining the Robinson on the south- |
east is the Omnida group of ten claims,
Feeney & Nealon, |
and California people. A vast |
amount of surface work has been done |
on this property, exposing great bodies E

|
!
|
|
]

south- |

local

of free milling rock, running from $4 to
$40 per tom.

Salt Lakers Interested.

Adjoining the Robinson and Onida on
the gouth is the Rustler-Old Charley
group, owned by Messrs. C. O. Nelson
and District Judge C. W. Hall of Salt
Lake. The ledge on the Rustler-0l4 |

| C‘harley is separate and: distinct from |
| the Robhinson

and Onida, but carries
good milling values. On this property |
Judge Hali and associates have run a |
tunnel several hundred feet, cut the !
ledge and sunk a winze. This latter |
is down some seventy feet and is all |
in ore of a fine grade. In addition to
this work there has been run a fifty
foot drift upon the vein which is aiso
in good ore.

On the west of the Robinson is the
Pitsburg group, so called. This prop-

1

|

!

| between walls and the rock carries val- }
!

|

|

|

| It is owned prineipally by George Hal-

—Myers, Boise, Photo.

erty has heen in the throes of litigation
for a number of years, but these dis-
putes are about adjusted and active |
work is promised in the very near fu-
ture. The Pittsburg ledge is dn exten-
sion of the Robinson on the ,west, and
the ore is of the same general charac-
ter, but the bodies are not so massive.

A recent strike in the Puinam-Miller
property, still further to the west, is
creating great interest in mining cir-
cles. The property in question has been
purchased by Montana people and is
being systematically developed with a
view to putting up a mill in the early
summer. Their ledge is well defined,
is many feet between walls and car-
ries flattering values,

As far back as 183¢ a small stamp
mill was erected upon the Robinson
by the Union Milling & Mining com-
pany, and after a ten days’ run was de-
stroyed by fire. Immediately thereaft-
eér the property was bonded to the Ida-
ho Gold Mining company and the little
mill reconstructed. but,was no sooner
put in motion than litigation “ensued
between the old Union Mining & Mill-
ing company and the new organization
The former at firgt secured possession
of the property and mill and success-
fully operated the same for a series of
yvears and until ousted by the Idaho
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Coeur d’Alenes Send Forth Increased Production
While Wood River Booms Once More.

A

Beet Sugar Added to the List of Industries During the

{ years, under leasers; the owners insist

Twelvemonth Many Other Industrial

Companies

Organized.

B7e
L

The past year has been the brightest
in this vicinity since the boom
of the early eighties.

The mine and farm industries have |
taken strides hardly conceivable to |
those not living right on the ground
and making a study of the conditions

Of the silver-lead mines, the Minnie
Moore, near Bellevue, takes the lead
by far, rot only in development and |
production, but in showing the contin-
uity of the ore at great depth, the shaft
now being down some 1,200 feet, with |
high-grade galena (125 ounces silver, 70 |
per cent lead) in bodies, in som
places over ten feet solid in width; the
management, under I. E. Rockwell,
are working some 150 men. The Idaho
Consolidated Mines company, also un-
der Mr. Rockwell’'s direction. is oper-
ating the Relief. United States and
Magegie, adjoining claims, helieved to be
on the same vein. The Overland and |
Con. Virginia, nearby, also have large
crews in developing,. A new company
has secured options on the old Queen
of the Hills, adjoining the Minnie, and
as goon as they can get to work will
open up this old producer. Other
claims close by, too numerous to men-
tion, are being operated by the owners
and prospective purchasers

The Compensation company, oper-
ating the Dithmer group, near Hailey,
have a large body of high-grade sil-
ver-lead ore, and are sinking to got
depth. John Lemp and the Falk estate
of Boise have a crew on the Star mine,
between Hailey and Bellevue, This
properiy produceu wonderfully in past

days l

vasi

they have the old shoot at depth.

At Bullion a company composed of
W. G. Page of Hailey, Charles Hern-
sheim of New York and Salt Lake par-
ties have taken hold of the famous Rz4
Elephant and are preparing to do sys-
tematic work.

Lipman Tunnel Company.

The Lipman Tunnel company at Bul- !
lion is driving a tunnel which, when
completed, will be one of the longest in
this part of the state, to tap the Bul-
lion mines at depth Mr. Lipman 18
also operating the Point Lookout claim
there, where he has some fine si!\'-ﬂ_’-1
lead ore.

Nitschke & Heller are operating the |
Blue Jay group, near Bullion, and have |
a good showing. On Deer Creek T. E.
Picette has a force at work on the War |

aore of both these mines containa high
values in copper, silver and gold

On Little Smoky several] New York

companies under the managem

C. C. Ruthrauff. Charles He

jand H. A. Walter, all of New

{ City, have prosecul a vast amount
| of work on their numerous g prop
erties there. Th have a lar mill
| on the ground, but not installed: they
have driven thousands of feet of de-
velopment work, and it is confidently
expected that as soon as the 1 can

be installed it will
interruptedly,

be kept rur

nere are

a8 vast

of free gold ore sizht and awaiting
extraction
The ( Mining company ha

groundl

hydraulic

K as soon

acquired £
on Smoky. and ha
plant installed ready for
ag spring ops up
It is understced
from Wood r du
ar by far exceeds any y
n.
"~ The writer, in driving up Wood River

tract of

T 3
59 84

the shipmenis

ing the past
ar in the las:

valley last fall, for iwerty miles above
| Ketchum, counted twenty-eight sep-
arate bands ef € zing in the
valley bottom: contaired on an
average of over 3,50 per band. This
inity is a Mecca for the sheepmeéen
athern Idaho as a summer rangs

You cannot drive anywhere away from

the farms without finding numerous=
bands. Lack of shipping fac
obtaining cars has beex the grea
drawback. The sheepmen, as
are feeding during the wint

trusting to
feed
Farming and Stock Raising.
As with all the
settlers here
and being
tical f:
least 100 per cent
ago. The princi
falfa, which
the most is fed
own stock in wi
in the summer.
more Jjand in
was a decade ago
dwellings, outbuildin
taking the place of
shift ke: the
being ightened
generally b While 3
chief crop, I must not fail to re
the small grains produced here.

the happy-go-lucky

firat

couniries,

new

by tl

SIre

ttered.

Forty

supreme court. But while in possession
of the old company it permitted a cave |

| to occur in the mine, but the same is |

now being taken up with a view of ac-
tively prosecuting work. The kobmson
ledge is from eight to twenty feet thiek |

ues from $4 to hundreds of dollars per
ton.
Other Promising Claims.

" Eah |
The Caraboo Chief is a promising |

voungster and is showing up well con- \

sfdering the amount of work expended.

vorsen,

The I. X. 1. group is located on the
extreme west side of the mountain.
Much work has been done on this prop-
erty in a desultory way, but every |
opening shows ore. It is owned by e
L. Free and Judge W. C. Hall.

The American Placer company, un-
der the superintendence of Mr. Thomas,
operates the ground at the foot of the !
mountain and at the mouth of Robin-
son gulch.

The Barnes placers are in Keenan,
the next gulch west, but are only
worked about three months of the year,
owing to scarcity of water, but never
fail to yield dust to the -owners’ satis-
faction.

the head of Deer creek.

MINNIE MOORE MINE.

Dance group. Judge Flannery is work-
ing his claims nearby; Messrs. Walters
and Hernsheim of New York are work-
ing the Wild Cat; some systematic
work is being done on the Red Cloud,
heretofore a great producer. A Poca-
tello company, under the management
of Mr. Peterson, is doing a great de:
of development on the Comet group i

The Idaho Democrat group, near Hal- |
ley, is turning out its usual quota ot
galena averaging 130 ounces silver and |
65 per cent lead. They have a lar;:»’-i
force and are ving a long tunnel to |
tap the vein at great depth. The stoex %

!
|
|
|

of this company has recently been ac-
quired by I. E. Rockwell of Bellevue
and asgsociates. The property is under
the management of W. L. Sinton.

Warm Springs Creek.

On Warm Springs creek a new com-
pany composed of New York and local
parties, is driving a long tunnel on the
Ontario group, which in the early 'Sis
produced over $300.000, Bob Warren is
also working his claims near Ketchum.

At Muldoon, Pete Walter and William
O'Connor have excellent showings.
Fred Bradley also | ome fine galena
in his claims. E. I. Vancil and Charles
Hernsheim recently purchased two
claims in this district, which have an
almost fabulous showing of galena on |
the surface, but very iittle work hﬂsi

|
|
!

been done as the claims were only re-
cently located.
On the divide between Ketchum and
Lost river there was a stampede by |
prospectors this fall. All who went in |
there are enthusiastic., and exhibit fine
specimens of ore carrying copper, sil-
ver, lead and gold, but the season was|
so far advanced little has been done.
At Galena, twenty-five miles mnorth
of Ketchum, a Portland (Me.) company
recently purchased the old Girard
property and surrounding claims. Their |
work is deserving of more than passing
notice. They shipped as a test about a
car of ore which went 125 ounces silver,
85 per cent leasl and some gold: thwyl
now have eight claims there, have in- |
stalled an air compressor, sawmill, |
small electric plunt, etc., and are driv-
Ing a tunnel which will be over 1,800 ;
feet long ere it taps the ledge showa |
above. !
Hailey Gold Mines. {

Of the gold mines, so-called, near
Hailey, the only ones doing systemalic
work are the Croesus and the Tip Top.
The C(roesus, owned by Kilpatrick
brothers and others of Bea'rice, Neb..
under the management of Mr. Page is
sinking on the vein. The shaft is down
now some 1000 feet, all in high-grade

ore. It is understood here that in the
spring the present mill, a tweniy,

stamp, will be more than doubled in
capacity. At the Tip Top, owned by
J. Q. Packard of Sait Lake, under ths
management of Captain Lusk, they are
also engaged in sinking the main shaft,
which is as deep or deeper, and the ore :
increas enality aad cvantity, The |

L
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The county iteslf is on a good,
substantial working warrants
being eagerly sou while in
they i
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done

land laid idle for
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. though numerous bui
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all 1

SeAs(
facilities, tele-
ing with the en-

Wea hav
phone :
tire Pacific slope;
ready and anoth
ing; an exce
viliage corporation th

g have over $1.000 in ti
ury and have not had to levy any vil-
lage tax); the best hotel, the Alturas,
in this part of the state: two progres-

sive banks, and business houses too
numerous to mentio A commodious
pera house—which badly needed—

will be erected in the spring.
Bellevue's Forward March.

All whe visit Bellevae are astounded
s& this ¥ has made dur-
ing 1903. This is attributable almost
wholly to the Minnie Moore and ad-
joining mines near the town. These
properties employ in the neighborhood
of 300 to 400 men. The business men
report favorably. The mining men
that this is only a veginning. It is a
beautiful little city, nicely sitoated.
about five miles south of Hailey. The
business houses are well equipped and
large stocks carried.

At Ketechum the improvement
o noticeable as the two larger
It is headquarters for sheepmen
the summer. The writer was theie
three times last summer, and each time
had to take a room ith another gues?

is not
towns.
dur

this speaks for itself. The town
cutfitting point for Galena aud S
ley basin, and the merchs: Trep

trade better than in former years,

Carey, on Little Wood river, is a
prosperous littie village, as i® Seldler,
o, Camas prairie.

Lost river, its towns of
Lozt River and Macks
gince the advent of the railroad m
rapid strides. The most of this valley
is in this county, but as the branch
railroad runs from Blackfoot the traf-
fice goes mainly that wagy.

Blaine county, as a whole, should en-
joy the most ¢ ful bolidays in many
vears, as the cotlock as a whole is ex-
tremely ‘encouraging.

Arco,




